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APPENDIX.   Cases of alleged hardship, as strong as any now brought
forward, would have been urged: bonds would then, as
now, have been produced, and plausible appeals made to
the justice of the government.    Let it be supposed that,
in the case which we have thus put, the Board of Com-
missioners had resolved to coerce the nabob (as they now
wish to do in analogous cases), and compel him to pay
the whole amount claimed, what would have been the
consequence?   The result  of the investigation of the
Carnatic  commissioners,   shewing   that nearly eleven-
twelfths of the claims were bad, is the best answer to
that inquiry.    A small proportion of just debt would, in-
deed, through our interference, have been recovered; but
at what a cost to our ally ! at what a sacrifice of charac-
ter to ourselves !    How grossly would the power of the
British government have been exercised to oppress its
weaker neighbour, whom it was bound by treaty, and
even in common justice, to protect!    And how would the
revenues of the Carnatic have been exhausted, to satisfy
demands either altogether unfounded, or consisting chiefly
of interests heaped upon interests !    We well know that
nothing could induce you to run the risk of such injus-
tice ; and we press the example upon you, to shew that
we cannot interfere in any of these transactions without
incurring a similar risk.   The court do not forget that, pre-
viously to the assumption of the Carnatic by the Company,
parliament interfered so far as to direct an inquiry into the
private debts of the Nabob of Arcot, with a view to their
settlement; but we are sure we need do no more than
advert to the enactment, and the purpose to which it was
applied.    Recollecting the memorable proceedings upon
that subject in the House of Commons, in February,
1785, the court do not apprehend that such a precedent
will be quoted in support of a system of interference in
similar cases now.